Dr. Seuss Inspired Landscapes

What is a Landscape?

[image: image1.png]And [ first saw the trees!
The Truffula Trees!

The bright-colored tufts

of the Truffula Trees!




Landscape - A painting, photograph or other work of art which depicts nature scenery such as mountains, valleys, trees, rivers and forests. There is usually some sky in the scene.
Landscapes always have:
· Horizon Line: Line where the sky meets the ground.
· Background: The area of the picture that is behind most objects in the picture.
· Foreground: The area of a picture that appears to be the closest to the viewer. 
· Middle ground: is the area of the picture that between the foreground and the background.
Including all of these elements will give the illusion of three dimensional space on two dimension piece of paper. Things drawn in the picture plane that are far away will be small and things that are up close will be larger. 

Examples of Traditional Landscapes:
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Examples of “Dr. Seuss Landscapes”
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Drawing your Dr. Seuss Inspired Landscapes
Part 1: Practice Sketches

Supplies

· 9”x12” Sketch paper

· Pencil

· Your imagination

Directions

This project is pretty much up to you and your creativity.  It is however, important that you are able to create space in your composition. 

1. Therefore your sketch must include:
· Something drawn in the foreground, middle ground and background

2.  Decided what you want to include in your landscape. Be sure to look at the Dr. Seuss books for inspiration.  You can include things like

· Truffala trees

· Buildings/castles/houses

· Winding roads

· Lakes, rivers

· Winding paths

· Hills, Mountains

· Clouds, stars, suns, moons etc.

*****Ask yourself how does Dr. Seuss draw these things? and then look for an example to work from*******

You may include characters if you wish but they should not be the main focus of your artwork. 

3. After you have drawn. Answer the following questions:

A. What is in your foreground?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. What is in your middle ground?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. What is in your background?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Show your sketch to Mrs. Winters. I will approve you to go on to the final paper.  
Part 2: Drawing your Final Dr. Seuss Landscape
Supplies:

Watercolor Paper, 18” Ruler, Pencil, Sharpie Marker – thin

Directions:

1. On your watercolor paper you will need to make a 1” border on all 4 sides

	
	


2. Redraw your sketch making any improvements that Mrs. Winters suggested. Remember your drawing must have a foreground, middle ground and background.
3. Outline your artwork

Part 3: Painting your Dr. Seuss Landscape:

Supplies: Newspaper, watercolor paint, brushes, paper towel, cup of water, Oil pastels

Setting up:

1. Place newspaper down on the table and place your artwork on top.

2. Get your watercolors, cup for water from under the sink and one piece of paper towel.

3. Place your paint tray and cup of water on the side of the hand that you will be painting with. So if you are right handed it should be on the right side of your artwork.

4. Place your paper towel near your cup of water. You will use this to dab on between colors.

Painting 
1. Add a drop of water to each color palette. This releases the color pigment into the water.

2. Begin painting

3. Wash and dab your brush on the paper towel well when changing colors

Watercolor Techniques:

Dry Technique:  Using wet watercolor on dry paper.  

Wet-on-wet: The technique of painting wet color into a wet surface (paper saturated)
Wax Resist: Technique where watercolor is painted over crayons or oil pastels. 

Graded Wash: A wash that smoothly changes in value from dark to light. Most noted in landscape painting for open sky work
Blotting:  Using an absorbent material such as tissues or paper towels, or a squeezed out brush, to pick up and lighten a wet or damp wash. Can be used to lighten large areas or pick out fine details. Great for texture
Painting tips and tricks:

a. For darker colors add less water.

b. Change your water if gets too dirty

c. If you want to cover a large area use a larger brush- more brushes can be found under sink #4.

d. Do not dig you brush into the paint palette. It ruins the brush and the paint palette.

e. Take your time.

Clean up:

1. Put your artwork on the drying rack

2. Clean your brush at the end of every class with cold water.

a.  Put hand under the water and rub the bristles gently on your hand until no more color runs out.

3. Place brush back in palette or under the sink- basically return it to wherever you got it from.  Remember bristles up!

4. Take out paint tray and wash container. Return paint tray to container.

5. Leave open on the counter to dry.

Requirements for this project: Check off to make sure you meet all the requirements
Drawing:

· Outlined with Sharpie Marker

· Your artwork has foreground, middle ground and background

Painting: Three of these techniques are used. Write in where you used these techniques
· Wash Graded Wash___________________________________________
· Wax Resist_________________________________________________
· Wet on wet_____________________________________________________
· Dry (wet on dry)__________________________________________________
· Blotting________________________________________________________
Color: 2: 
· Complimentary Colors set is used together on something in the landscape
· Complimentary Colors set is  used together on something in the landscape



















