Clay Vocabulary

Clay Techniques:
When you use your hands and not a potter wheel to build a clay sculpture it is called

 hand-building. There are several basic forms of hand-building a clay sculpture:

Pinch -  A method if molding and modeling a ball of clay by pinching it

Slab- A process of rolling out clay to a uniform thickness to be used for the base or wall of a clay piece.

Coil- The process of rolling clay into long thin snake like coils, then layering the coils and attaching them to each other
Some important clay vocabulary:

Fire: We do not bake clay we fire it. 
Kiln: This is where clay is fired. It is essentially a large oven, but it gets much, much hotter!
Wedging: The process of kneading the clay to get the air bubbles out. Clay can explode in the firing if air is trapped inside.
Scoring: Roughing up by marking marks on areas of clay that are going to be connected. 

Slip- A clay and water mixture that is used/works like glue to join two pieces of clay together. 
Glaze – A mixture of ingredients that is painted on fired clay to make it colorful and waterproof. When glazing we must use 3 coats. 

Before Clay is fired in the kiln it goes through three states:
                  ****Clay changes states because it has water in it****

1. Wet: Clay is wet when we first begin working with it.Clay  is very workable in this state.
2. Leather Hard: Clay that is about 50% wet and 50% dry. Feels like leather.  Clay feels cold.
3. Bone Dry: This is when their no water left in the clay. Clay is ready to be fired when it is bone dry. Clay is weakest in this state. 
Firing Vocabulary:

Bisque Fire: This is the first firing in the kiln. 
Glaze Fire: This is the second firing in the kiln after glaze has been applies.
